[Early complications of caustic injuries of the digestive tract].
We retrospectively analyzed the gastrointestinal complications observed in 119 patients who had ingested corrosive agents. Hydrochloric acid and sodium hydroxide were the agents involved in 62% of patients. Women predominated over men (p less than 0.001); mean age was 36 for males and 29 for women (p less than 0.05). Endoscopy was performed in 55% of patients and revealed acute lesions in 69%. Complications were observed in 18% of patients requiring surgery in 12 (10%). Main complications included sepsis of abdominal or mediastinal origin and gastrointestinal bleeding. Mortality among these patients was 73%.